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diftin&e defcripfimus. file menfe Decembri ab Auflra* 
Jibus caeli partibus per afira Leporis , Ononis & Tauri 
ubi Eclipticam ftcuit cum inclinatione graduum ?6, & 
per Perfeum ad Caflfopeam pcrvenir, ubi videri defsit 
menfe Janaario, anni 16$ 3. Hie videri caepit initio 
Menfis Scptembris inesdon Cafliopex parte ubi die vi- 
deri defierat, indeque pergens per humeros & brachia 
Cephei, ubi latitudtnern maxunam ab Ecliptica habuk 
graduum jS, tranfiit inter Draconem & Cygnum, per 
pellem Leonis in Hercule. per Ophtucum ukjue ad Con 
ftellationcm fcorpii, quam tenebat in ultimis obfervati' 
onibus a die 14 ad a 8 Septembris habitis. Ex his autcm 
obfervationibus collegimus cometam bunc Perigeum ob» 
tinuifie die 7 Septembris vefptie cum maxima .velockatc 
apparenti graduum fere decern unius diei fpatio. 



IV. Part of a Letter from Dr. Cay to I>r.Lifter, 
concerning the Verities of the Oftracites j 
with a Remark^ of the DoSior's on it. 

IHave been waiting a confiderable time for a further 
and fuller Account of the Virtues of the Ofiracitet , 
from Dr. Home of Barwick, from whom 1 had the firft 
Account of its being fo extraordinary a Medicine in the 
Nephritis^ but as yet have not got all the Satisfaction 
that I would have in the matter. However , ' left you 
mould think I forget to make a Return to your laft obli- 
ging Letter, I rather choofe to fend you the following 
Account, imperfect as it is, than make you wait any 
longer for a be;ter. 

M Drv 
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Dr. Horn, in a Letter to me ia Hovember laft, fells 
mei ' That he never us'd this Medicine to any that he 

* knew to be troubled with a Confirmed Atone ("being 

* perfwaded that no Medicine can break a large done) 
« but only to fuch as were afflicted with Gravel or fmall 
' Stones ,• that fome of his Patients were cured without 

* evacuating any gravel or Stones at all, that -others eva- 
' cuatedboth: That it never does its Work fuddenly, 
•* (being not remarkably Diuretick) but that it rather 
s diflbived the little Stones than forced 'em. That none 

* that he ever gave this Medicine to.however grievoufly 

* and frequently af Aided before, have ever been troubled 

* with Nephritick pains fincejThat his manner of giving 
' it Js in fide pouder mixed with about a third paxtofflores 
8 Chamoml : Dole from half a Dram to one Dram in 
e White-wine. That the greateft Dofe is often apt to 
5 offend and naufeate the Stomach ; That he once gave 
4 it alone with a weak infufion of Chamomil Fiow- 
4 ers, in White-wine after it, but that this did not fo 

* well. 

Thus far he. T can fay but little yet of my own 
Knowledge of this Medicine, having had it but a fliort 
while, and not us'd it yet to any but one Gentlewoman, 
whofe frequent and violent Fits of the Gravel, made her 
lead a Life uneafy enough. I gave her this Medicine 
not mixed with flores Chamomel (for at that time I was 
unacquainted with Dr.Homes manner of giving it) but 
with poudered Semina Saxifrag. I cannot fay, that fince 
flie ufed this Medicine (he never had any Returns of her 
pains 1 , but (he neither has them (b violent, nor (6 fre- 
quently ; and whenever (he is threatned with them, (he 
moft certainly finds eafe by that time (he hastaken three 
Dofes of her Powder-: And (he has fince the ufe of 
this Medicine voided a great many fmall Stones: But 
.she reafba perhaps why (he is ftill threatned with the 
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Return of her Nephritick Pains, is, that mc has never 
follow'd her Medicine throughly, but upon the third 
DoTe, finding fuch certain Eate, (he gives it over, till a 
new Fit forces her to ufe it again. But however, this ha- 
ving done fo much more for her already , than any 
thing (he ever met with before, (he is lb pleas'd with if, 
and [peaks i'uch great things of it, that I believe (he will 
foon furnish me with opportunities enough of giving it 
a fair and full Tryal ; and when I know more of ir ? 
you may cxpecl: to hear further. In the mean time it 
may not perhaps be amifs for you to be ufmg it your 
felf,- and I dare promife you, that you'll find fome- 
what in it , that will make you fet a Value upoo 
it, 

I take this Shell to be that which you call Qftracites 
tnasimus ragofm & a/per ; and which you have witfi 
the utmofl exa&neis de(cribed. It burns to a Lime as 
other Shells do, and as the Selenites (the/ weakly) does. 
It yields no Volatil Salt, tho' I try'd it in a naked Fire ; 
nor does common OyGer-lhells, fre(h taken and ufed, 
afford above half a Scruple of a Liquor fomewhat mo- 
derately Urinous, from four Ounces of Shells. And it 
may be, if they were long dryed and expofed to the 
Weather, they would looie even that, and yield no 
more Volatil Salt than the Oftracites. I confe(s I was 
fomewhat furprized at this matter ; fince there are who 
fay , that even the other Shells, that are commonly 
call'd petrify'd, yield a Volatil Salt : and I had my (elf 
from the Shells of Cr liliaceous Fifties, (particularly of 
Lobilers) had a Volatil Salt and fetid Oyl in no incon- 
fiderable quantity , even in a Sand Furnace. But thefe 
fort of Shells differ from other Shells (as you have ex- 
actly obferved) in this too, Quod in his umh ad card}- 
nem kvzter roftratus eft, qui tamen in Qflreis paulhm al'z- 
ter eft. They differ too in their fpecifick Gravity, 

M % thefe 



ihefe being more ponderous then common Oyfrer-ffiefls,. 
and fomewhat near the fpecifick Gravity of the Seleniies . 
But indeed they differ one from another in Gravity, as 
well as from other Shells, as they partake more or lefs 
of a Tophaceous Subftance that coats many of em 
on the infide * and which perhaps may be fbmewhat 
akin to the Selenites. And whether they may not have 
many other very different qualifications one from ano- 
ther, according to the feveral different Beds they are 
found in, I think there may be (bme reafon to doubt. 
I have obferved fome fuch differences among the Cor ma 
Ammonis , having had one or two fmallones from our 
Coal pits here, that had a confiderable mixture of the 
Pyrites ; whereas thefe that are found about Whitby, ap- 
proach , I think , more to the nature of the Alurn- 
ilone j and perhaps the Cornua Ammonis of the Ancients 
were found in Beds of fomewhat yet more valuable • 
fince Pliny fays they were of a Golden Colour, and were 
reckoned,/#/<?r Sacratiffimas /Ethiopia getnmas. I know 
Agricola, {De artu& caufis Suiter raneorum, lib.iv.] ac- 
counts for this GoJden Colour after another manner : 
Cornua Ammonis inquit fucco alaminis infefta aurei color is 
fimt. And I am ready enough to think,that there is fome 
truth not only in this Obfervatiori,but in what he imme- 
diately addsjdem inquit & aliis quilufdam lapidibus acci- 
Jit. For I cannot but attribute the extraordinary appea- 
rance of Colours in the Peacock- tail 'Coal, to its being 
infeded with the Smcm Ahminis, having feenfbme pie- 
ces of this pretty fort of Coal, lhoot into true and ge- 
nuine Alum. Yet I cannot take this to be all the rea- 
fon of the Golden Colour of the Cornua Ammonis of the 
Antients, fince I think, if this had been all, they had 
never beennumbred, ordeferveda place among their 
Gems. 

But 
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But be that matter as it will, I think its time 'to 'put 
an end to a Letter, that's already grown much longer 
then was defign'd ,• I Ihall therefore add no more con. 
cerning thefe Shells, being unwilling to burn my Fin- 
gers with that intricate and perplextqueftion, What they 
are > All that I fhall fay of this matter /hall be only 
this ; It they be real Shells, their being found in fuch 
different parts of the World, and at fuch great diftance 
from any Sea, may ferve for a fair and convincing Ar- 
gument of theUniverfality of the Deluge. And if they 
be not Shells , but only (tones form'd by (what fome 
People call) Fanciful and fporting Nature, we may at 
lead conclude thus much from it, That fince even thefe 
Lufus Natura, thefe Freaks , and random ftrokes of Na- 
ture, have not only a Beauty, but a real ufe, that no- 
thing in Nature is made in vain : And that many other 
Foffils that we now contemn as toys and trifles, fit on- 
ly for furnifhing out a Mufeum, may have other remar- 
kable Virtues, that may in time bring even them to be 
taken notice of, and valu'd. as well as the long neglected 
and defpis'd OJlracites, 

The Do&ors Remark. 

N. B. The Golden Colour is from its leing a Pyrites, 
that is Ironflone. Again, All the Conchitje kjtiii, 
but more particularly the Belemnita? & lapides Ju- 
daici, were known to the Antients for Specifiers in 
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s r Deinde ante-di<5tae rafiiras ftsghant fiuxum fangui- 
riis applicatje cukuoque vuineri. Ec cum anno prsere- 
t iro, 1 692. daretur bibi faeminas laborsmti profluvio fan- 
guinis diuturno evafit incolumis. 

5. Fugat febrcSy nam me praefente eodem anno datum 
fuit cuidam infantufce laborantiintenfiffimafebreut bibe- 
f et & iilico aufugit febris. 

6. Juvat Parientes faemiaas ad hoc ut facilius, &felici- 
us creaturam expellanf. 

7.Venio tandem ad quotidianam experientiam : Mire 
profick pro quacumque repletione & cruditate Stoma* 
cbi & contra proflcit prodyfenteria & frequenti dejicien~ 
di cupiditate temperanda. 

De modo applkandi Medicbtam fupradittam. 

pividat (juifque granum in tres partes ad modum illi- 
us quod divifum mitto, & cum fenferit ncce(Titatem,im- 
mittat in os per quadrautem horse, vel per dimidium, & 
deglutiat f'alivas qus defcillaverint, acpoftea bibatqua- 
fi duas aut tres u'ncias aquas frigidae & videbit effe- 
d:um. 

Aliter quasratur fragmentum duriffimum teftaceum, 
aut quid limile ilii quod mitto, ac in parte concava pona- 
tur parum aqua: -frigidae, & ibi refricetur fru&us (flcut 
iodicat illud quod mitto) & aqua ilia ponatur in va- 
fcula cum rafuris, & iterum ter aut quater fiat fimiliter 
ufquedum habeas duas uncias illius confe&ionis & Joti- 
onis fragment! teftacei acgrani fruticis s ac poftea revolva- 
tur & bibat patiens. 

Item divifum granum infrufla fi frigatur cum oleo 
(praecipue Olivarum) & Oleum illud bibatur aut piagis 
applicetur, aut membra fpafmb laborantia cum eo un- 
gantur, eft Medicina'e ut fupra. 

Hoc Experimento Ccmperimus, 

F. Joannes i Jefii. 
V,A 



